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Aims & Objectives: 

 Modern poetry marks a departure from early poetry. It is therefore important that students be 

introduced to this newgenre. 

 To introduce the students with the trend of English poetry in the early twentieth century in respect 

of subject matter andstyle. 

 To develop an understanding about W. B. Yeats’ concept of IrishNationalism 

 To help students comprehend T.S. Eliot’s perception of the ills of the modern civilization 

 To develop an understanding of variations in the themes and techniques of the major Modern Poets 

Course Outline 



UNIT 1 

 Detailed reading with critical analysis of any 3 of the followingpoems: 

 The Lake Isle ofInnisfree 

 The Wild Swans atCoole 

 When You areOld 

 The SecondComing 

 Among SchoolChildren 

 Easter 1916, Sailing toByzantium 

 TheTower 

UNIT 2 

 W.B. Yeats as the last Romanticpoet 

 Various phases of Yeats’ poeticcareer 

UNIT 3 

 Irish nationalism in Yeats’ poetry 

 Symbolism 

 Critique of Moderncivilization 

UNIT 4 

 Detailed reading with critical analysis of the followingpoems: 

 The Love Song of J. AlfredPrufrock 

 The Waste Land. 

UNIT 5 

 T.S. Eliot as a Modernpoet 

 Eliot’s poetictechniques 

 Theme of appearance andreality 

 Historical allusions in The WasteLand 

 

UNIT 6 

 The Waste Land as a periodpiece 

 Significance of thetitle 

 Tieresis as a unifying figure in thepoem 

 Themes 



 Remedies for the modern ills in The WasteLand 

 Influence of Buddha in The Waste Land 

UNIT 7 

 Detailed reading with critical analysis of any 3 of W. H Auden’spoems: 

 PaysageMoralise, 

 MissGee 

 Victor 

 In Memory of W.B Yeats 

 The UnknownCitizen 

 Diaspora 

 Musee des BeauxArts 

UNIT 8 

 Difference in the vision of Eliot andAuden 

 Auden’s contribution as a poet 
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